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NAMING COMMITTEE MEETING SEASON OPENER 
The Eastern Naming Committee met Wednesday 
afternoon to discuss Douglas Hall 
PAGE 3 ~~L....:~:........:...__J 
The Eastern men's soccer team 
began its season Wednesday, 
falling 3-2 against Bradley. 
Thursday, February 4, 2021 "TELL THE RU1 AND DON-'T BE J.R " 
Lab sanitation 
ELIZABETH WOOD I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS 
Early Wednesday morning, Caleb West, a building service worker, sprays disinfectant in the cadaver lab in the Biological sciences 
building. In most classrooms there's air purifiers that will catch whatever the disinfectant doesn't. West added that they mix their 
own chemicals in the Building Services building to avoid running out when regular cleaning supplies run low. 
Annual Lions in Winter event to 
be held virtually via Crowdcast 
I 
By Ryan Meyer 
Staff Reporter I @DEN_news 
This year's Lions in Winter event is on 
Thursday at 5 p.m. and will be held virtual-
ly over Crowdcast, a video conferencing plat-
form. 
Colleen Abel, an instructor of English at 
Eastern, said that she enjoys the virtual for-
mat because of how many events it has al-
lowed her to attend and participate in. 
"If I'm honest, I love the virtual format. 
I've been able to attend so many more read-
ings this past year than I am ever able to in 
person. I don't have to drive to Chicago or 
arrange for a babysitter," Abel said. "It's been 
a real silver lining of the pandemic, if such 
a thing exists. I love that anyone, anywhere, 
can register for our events and tune in. And 
thanks to Dr. Bess Winter, who figured out 
the tech platform we're using, the transition 
to virtual has been pretty seamless." 
The literary festival is being spread out 
over the span of a few months in order to al-
low for the regulations that COVID-19 de-
mands. 
"One of the changes we made to accom-
modate the virtual setting for the festival 
is that Lions in Winter is taking place over 
the course of several months, instead of one 
day," Abel said. 
This year's Lions in Winter is similar to 
those of the past in terms of proceedings, 
and Thursday's will feature Joan Kane, an ln-
upiaq American poet 
"I miss having the community gathered together 
and able to get books signed and chat with 
writers afterward in person, but I do think that 
the virtual format helps shyer people ask 
questions, which is nice:' 
"We hosted fiction writer Brandon Hob-
son in December, we hosted Poet Laureate 
of the U.S. Joy Harjo in January, and we're 
hosting poet Joan Kane in February. Like 
last year, our featured fiction writer[s], Hob-
son and Joan Kane, read and do a craft talk. 
One thing I've noticed from the past events 
is that the virtual events are still interactive, 
just in a different way." 
While Abel misses the camaraderie and 
socializing of past Lions in Winters, she ac-
knowledges the advantages that hosting the 
event virtually provides those who may be 
hesitant to ask questions in an in-person en-
vironment. 
"I miss having the community gathered 
together and able to get books signed and 
chat with the writers afterward in person, 
but I do think that the virtual format helps 
shyer people ask questions, which is nice," 
-Colleen Abel 
Abel said. 
Abel hopes that future events hosted by 
Eastern's English department can keep pos-
itive aspects of the virtual format due to the 
possibilities and accessibility they present. 
"I hope Lions in Winter, and all literary 
events, are able to retain some of the advan-
tages that virtual even ts offer. It helps peo-
ple who might not be able make in-person 
events; it's more cost effective for attendees. 
So I hope going forward, when things re-
turn to normal, we remember those advan-
tages. This year will definitely challenge us 
to think about what the possibilities are for 
the future." There is no fee to register for the 
event and students can sign up at https://ti-
nyurl.com/ Academy-Spring-2021. 









By Kyara Morales-Rodriguez 
Campus Reporter I @DEN_news 
The Council of Academic Affairs will be meeting 
at 2 p.m. on Thursday via D2L Collaborate to vote 
on proposals for the revision of existing programs 
and the addition of new courses. 
The council will be voting on a proposal to 
streamline and update the course offerings in the · 
anthropology minor. The department proposes 
adding new elective courses to the minor and elim-
inating those that are either no longer offered or 
rarely used to satisfy the requirements for the mi-
nor. 
As the proposal states, the revisions to the an-
thropology minor will help place greater "empha-
sis on courses that are introductory in nature and 
those that do not require prerequisites. Course sub-
stitution remains an option for students who wish 
to count specialized upper division electives toward 
the minor." 
Another proposal the council will be voting on 
comes from the department of philosophy, which 
proposes making small revisions to the wording of 
the description for the philosophy department hon-
ors program. Though the revisions do not create 
any significant changes, the department believes the 
changes will eliminate possible confusion. 
The council will also be voting on proposals sug-
gesting the addition of new courses. 
One such proposal asks for a new course to the 
electrical engineering program. The class is called 
Introduction to Logic Design, and it will introduce 
students to number systems and codes, logic gates 
and Boolean algebra, and more. 
The rationale for this proposal is that because 
digital logic is the basis of most kinds of modern 
electronics, it is important to offer this course in the 
department of electrical engineering as a required 
major course. 
The proposal also states that this course will 
"help freshmen-level students obtain necessary, ba-
sic concepts to design digital electronics and com-
puter systems. Furthermore, as students will be able 
to develop their ability to think logically, analytical-
ly, and critically, this course will be applicable across 
many areas of Electrical Engineering, Physics, and 
other relevant scientific fields." 
Another proposal being voted on proposes a new 
course for both the electrical engineering and phys-
ics programs, which is a class called Introduction to 
Plasma Physics. In this course, students will have 
the opportunity to study the implications and ap-
plications of plasma. They will also study the dif-
ferent interactions plasmas have with electric and 
magnetic fields. 
The department believes that it is appropriate 
to offer this course in both the electrical engineer-
ing and physics programs as an elective because this 
subject applies in a variety of important ways. As 
the proposal states the course "will be an important 
topic for understanding the world as well as devel-
oping new technologies. Furthermore, the math-
ematics developed in this course will be applica-
ble across many areas of [electrical engineering and 
physics]." 
Kyara Morales-Rodriguez can be reached at 
581-2812 or knmoralesrodriguez@eiu.edu. 
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Study finds COVID-19 vaccine 
may reduce virus transmission 
AstraZeneca's COVID-19 vaccine 
shows a hint that it may reduce tr~~~-
mjssion 'lf ~~:: "virus and offers strong 
protection for three months on just a 
single dose, researchers said Wednes-
day in an encouraging turn in the 
campaign to suppress the outbreak. 
The preliminary findings from Ox-
ford University, a co-developer of the 
vaccine, could vindicate the British 
government's -~ontroversial strategy 
of delaying the second shot for up to 
12 weeks so chat more people can be 
quickly given a first dose. Up to now, 
the recommended time between doses 
has been four weeks. 
The research could also bring scien-
tists closer to an answer to one of the 
big questions about the vaccination 
drive: Will the vaccines actually curb 
the spread of the <:crc!!:!.'.'!;--u~? 
ks not dear what implications, if 
any, the findings might have for the 
two other major vaccines being used in 
the West, Pfizer's and Moderna's. 
In the United States, Dr. Anthony 
Fauci, the nation's top infectious dis-
ease expert, dismissed the idea of de-
liberately delaying second shots, saying 
the U.S. will "go by the science" and 
data from the clinical trials. The two 
doses of the Pifzer and Moderna vac-
cines are supposed to be given three 
and four weeks apart. · 
Still, the research appears to be good 
news in the desperate effort to arrest 
the spread of the virus and also sug-
gests a way to ease vaccine shortag-
es and get shots into more arms more 
quickly. 
The makers of all three vaccines 
have said that their shots proved to be 
anywhere from 70% to 95% effective 
in clinical trials in protecting people 
from illness caused by the virus. But it 
was unclear whether the vaccines could 
also suppress transmission of the virus 
- that is, whether someone inoculat-
ed could still acquire the virus without 
getting sick and spread it to others. 
As a result, experts have been saying 
that even people who have been vacci-
nated should continue to wear masks 
and keep their distance from others. 
Volunteers in the British study under-
went regular nasal swabs to check for 
the coronavirus, a proxy to try to an-
swer the transmission question. The 
level of virus-positive swabs - com-
bining volunteers who had asymp-
romatic infection with those who had 
symptoms - was 67% lower in the 
vaccinated group, the researchers re-
ported. 
While not a direct measure, "that's 
got to have a really beneficial effect 
on transmission," Oxford lead re-
searcher Sarah Gilbert told a meeting 
of the New York Academy of Scienc-
es Wednesday. 
The researchers also looked at how 
likely people who have been vaccinat-
ed are to get a symptom-free infection. 
In one subset of volunteers, there were 
16 asymptomatic infections among the 
vaccinated and 31 in an unvaccinated 
comparison group. 
Pfizer and Moderna also are study-
ing the effect of their vaccines on as-
ymptomatic infections. 
Canada designates 2 Illinois men found 
the Proud Boys as a dead in home were 
terrorist entity homicide viCtims 
TORONTO (AP) - The Canadian 
government designated the Proud Boys 
group as a terrorist entity on Wednes-
day, noting they played a pivotal role in 
the insurrection at the U.S. Capitol on 
Jan. 6. 
The Proud Boys have faced increased 
scrutiny after seizing on the former 
Trump administration's policies and 
was a major agitator during earlier pro-
tests and the Capitol riot on Jan. 6. The 
Proud Boys is a far-right, male chauvin-
ist extremist group known for engaging 
in violent clashes at political rallies. Can-
ada is the first country to designate them 
as a terrorist entity. 
During a September presidential de-
bate, Donald Trump had urged the 
Proud Boys to "stmd back and stand 
by" when asked to condemn them by a 
moderator. 
Senior officials speaking on a tech-
nical briefing said authorities had been 
monitoring and collecting evidence 
about the Proud Boys before the Cap-
itol Hill insurrection, but confirmed 
that the event provided information that 
helped with the decision to list the or-
ganization. 
Public Safety Minister Bill Blair said 
they revealed themselves. 
"Their intent and their escalation to-
ward violence became quite dear," Blair 
said. 
Enrique Tarrio, the chairman of 
Proud Boys, called the terrorist designa-
tion "ridirulous." 
"'There is no basis for it. It's infringe-
ment of free speech rights. All the Cana-
dian Proud Boys have ever done is go to 
rallies," Tarrio said in a phone interview. 
"They used what happened at the 
Capitol to push for this." 
Tarrio said the Canadian chapters are 
very quiet compared to their American 
counterparti;. He estimated there are be-
tween 1,000 and 1,500 Proud Boys in 
Canada. He said Canadian Prime Min-
ister Justin Trudeau and opposition New 
Democrat leader Jagmeet Singh, who 
first proposed the designation, are vir-
tue signaling. 
Tarrio was arrested in Washington 
shonly before the Capitol riot. He was 
accused of vandalizing a Black Lives 
Marter banner at a historic Black church 
during an earlier protest in the nation's 
capital. 
ALTON, Ill. (AP) -Two men 
whose bodies were found in a fire-
damaged southern Illinois home were 
victims of a double-homicide and the 
fire was not an accident, investigators 
said. 
Firefighters found the bodies of 
Robert Andrews, 59, and Leonard 
"James" Ebrey, 67, inside their home 
early Monday in the Madison County 
village of Godfrey, just north of Alton. 
The Major Case Squad of Greater 
St. Louis was called in after the state 
fire marshal determined the fire was 
not an accident. Deputy Command-
er Brian Koberna of the Major Case 
Squad said autopsies had been com-
pleted but he declined to discuss how · 
the men died. 
Koberna said investigators know 
that Andrews and Ebrey's deaths were 
"absolutely not a murder-suicide" and 
that someone else was responsible. 
"We are actively searching for a per-
son that committed this crime and 
hope to bring justice to the family as 
a result of that," he told KTVI-1V on 
,Tuesday. 
Andrews' son, Rohen Andrews Jr., 
told the station his father and Ebrey 
had been married for four years and 
lived together at the home. He said 
when his father was married to his 
mother they had four children of their 
own, adopted another 12 and cared for 
about 70 foster kids. 
"He loved his family through thick 
and thin. You could do a lot of wrong 
in his eyes and he would still love you 
unconditionally, that was very much 
appreciated in our household," Rohen 
Andrews Jr. said. 
Pritzker diverts 
Wisconsin prosecutors 
seek Kyle Rittenhouse 
arrest, higher bond 
federal MADISON, Wis. (AP) - Prosecu- tion with the protests in August in Keno-
prograITI vaccine doses 
to other priorities 
SPRINGFIELD, Ill. (AP)- Illinois 
public health officials said Wednes-
day that they will divert unused COV-
ID-19 vaccine doses intended for long-
term care facility residents to the sup-
ply for other prioritized recipients. 
Gov. J.B. Pritzker's administration 
said it will take 97,000 doses from 
Walgreens and CVS pharmacies in-
tended for the federal Pharmacy Part-
nership Program. 
Pritzker has said the program is 
moving too slowly while demand for 
the vaccine among other eligible pop-
ulations far outstrips supply. 
However, he said the program was 
set up to ensure there would be more 
than enough doses on hand and the di- . 
version would still leave 110,000 dos-
es for residents of nursing homes and 
similar facilities. 
The program is averaging 36,000 
shots a week and the state will be ready 
to replenish the pharmacy program if 
that rate increases. 
«we want to make sure every dose 
allocated to Illinois can be used as 
quickly and equitably as possible," the 
state public health director, Dr. Ngoii 
E:z.ike, said in a statement. "Long-term 
care residents and staff remain a top 
priority and we will ensure there will be 
as many doses readily available to those 
facilities" as needed. 
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tors asked a judge Wednesday for a new sha. Tne demonstrations began after a 
am:st warrant for an Illinois teen charged white police officer shot Jaoob Blake, who 
with shooting three people, killing two of is Black, in the back during a domestic 
them, during a protest over police brutali- disturbance, leaving him paralzyed from 
ty in WJSronsin after he apparently violat- the waist down. 
ed his bail amditions. Prosecutors allege Rittenhouse, who 
Kyie Rittenhouse fulled to inform the was 17 at the time, responded to a mili-
coun of his change of address within 48 tia's call on social media to protect Keno-
hours of moving, Kenosha County pros- sha busin~ from protesters. He opened 
ecutors alleged in a motion filed with fire with an assault-style rifle on Joseph 
Judge Bruce Schroeder. The motion asks Rosenbaum, Anthony Huber and Gaige 
Schroeder to issue an am:st warrant and Grosskruetz. Rosenbaum and Huber were 
increase Rirtenhouse's bail by $200,000. killed; Grosskruetz was wounded but sur-
Rirtenhouse's attorney, Mark Richards, vivcd. 
countered in his own motion Wednes- Rittenhouse, who is white, fled to his 
day that death threats have driven Rirten- home in Antioch, Illinois, but turned 
house into an "widisclosed Safe House." himself into polkx: there the next day. 
Richards said he offered to give prosecu- He has maintained he acted in self-de-
tors the new address in November if they fense after the three men attacked him. 
would keep it secret but they refused. He Conservatives have rallied around him as 
said Rittenhouse has stayed in constant a symbol fur gun rights and pushing bade 
oontact with him. against anti-police protesters, although 
Rittenhouse is charged with multiple omers insist he cscalattd teruions by v.-alk-
counts, including homicide, in oonncc- ing around w ~ }"itl;i ~  ,_ • ,,_. 
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SCREENSHOT BY CORRYN BROCK I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS 
Members of the Eastern Naming Committee discuss the ongoing proposal to rename Douglas Hall in a meeting Wednesday afternoon via Zoom. They also discussed how to gather feedback 
from people regarding the name. 
Eastern Naming Committee meets Wednesday 
By Corryn Brock 
News Editor I @corryn_brock 
The Eastern Naming Committee 
met and discussed the process for data 
collection. 
The committee will be using a Share-
Point folder to collect feedback received 
from the constituencies. 
Information the committee mem-
bers are expected to record in the folder 
includes emails, phone call transcripts, 
letters to the editor and other things re-
garding the potential name change. 
Those interested in speaking to a 
member of the committee can reach 
out to Don Holly (representing the Fac-
ulty Senate), Claudia Janssen-Danyi 
(representing the Council on Academ-
ic Affairs), Angie Campbell (commit-
tee chair and representative of the Staff 
Senate), Diane Burns (representing the 
Council of Chairs), Noor-ul-Haash 
Khamisani (representing the Student 
Senate), Carlos Amaya (presidential ap-
pointee), Mona Davenport (presidential 
appointee) or Ken Wetstein, Vice Presi-
dent of University Advancement and ex 
officio convener of the committee. 
Burns led a discussion on how the 
committee can utiliz.e Qualtrics to gath-
er opinions from the constituencies. 
Burns said it would be wise to keep 
the questions as minimal as possible 
so more people are interested in fill-
ing out the survey. They also discussed 
using questions that could gather the 
thoughts of constituents on what out-
come the committee should go in the 
direction of recommending. 
The committee is expected to give 
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to University President David Glassman 
and the Board ofTrustees: 
• The Committee may consider rec-
ommending retaining the name of 
Douglas Hall as originally chosen by the 
Board ofTrustees in l 9xx along with 
Lincoln Hall to commemorate the his-
toric Coles County Lincoln-Douglas 
debate. 
• The Committee may consider rec-
ommending retaining the name of 
Douglas Hall with specific caveats -
such as, but not exclusive to--educa-
tional opportunities provided to EIU 
students and employees explaining the 
debate issues and ideological differences 
of Lincoln and Douglas and/ or signage 
prominently posted in front of each of 
the Halls documenting the history of 
the Coles County debate and the nam-
ing of the Halls being specifically to 
commemorate the historical debate and 
its location in Coles County. 
• The Committee may consider rec-
ommending renaming both halls to 
names that would commemorate the 
historic Coles County Lincoln-Douglas 
Debate (such as Debate Hall East and 
Debate Hall West, for example). 
• Or, the Committee may consider 
recommending that Lincoln Hall can 
stand alone as commemorating the his-
toric Coles County Lincoln-Douglas 
debate, and Douglas Hall should be re-
named to commemorate an individual 
worthy of a naming honor, totally un-
related to the Coles County Lincoln-
Douglas Debate. If the naming com-
mittee decides to make this recommen-
dation, they have been asked to not at 
this time propose possible names. 
Burns also recommended asking for 
name suggestions in the questionnaire 
in case the committee decides to recom-
mend a name change and the Board of 
Trustees approves the change. 
The committee is also planning to 
host forums to hear from constituents. 
Wetstein and Davenport will discuss 
questions that will be best to lead the 
forum as well as the format of the fo-
rum. 
Holly expressed interest in leading a 
forum with the Faculty Senate. 
Campbell also discussed having a 
guest speaker, David Kent Coy, to speak 
to the committee on the Lincoln-Do~ 
las debate, a topic he is well-versed in. 
The next Naming Committee meet-
ing will be Feb. 17. 
Corryn Brock can be readtedat'561-
2812 or at cebrodc@eiu.edu. 
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CAMPUS CLUE· . ---. . . . -. . . . . . . . . . . . . . -. . . ----. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
TO FIND DINING 
·CENTER MENUS, VISIT:· 
e iuo.e du/dining/ind exop hp· 
X 




et a name 
C ange 
Eastern's Naming Committee has a challenge 
on their hands with the needless complications 
around the charge they were given in regard to 
the potential Douglas Hall name change. 
The committee is expected to come one of 
four recommendations: keep the name and 
change nothing, keep the name and find ways 
to express that the building was made to com-
memorate the Abraham Lincoln-Stephen Doug-
las debate, change the names of both Lincoln 
and Douglas Halls to something that specifically 
commemorates the debate or change the name 
of Douglas Hall to something entirely different. 
The charge given to the committee asks them 
to decide whether Eastern should continue to 
commemorate the debate; and the answer is did 
it ever? 
Despite the constant statement heard from 
Eastern's administration claiming that the 
names commemorate the debate and not the in-
dividuals themselves, no building, no program, 
no college, nothing is given the name of an in-
dividual without somehow showing some sore 
of approval or agreeance with who that person 
was and did. 
Eastern is not a place for Douglas' racist be-
liefs and ideals and they do not accurately por-
tray this university. 
T~~ ~a~ing Committee can continue to 
spend their meetings planning how to collect 
data from constituencies rather than truly get-
ting to the problem at hand, but the answer is 
clear: change the name of Douglas Hall. 
Quote of the Day: 
•0o what you can, with what you 
have, where you are." 
Theodore Roosevelt 
e maJonty opinion o 
e Daily Eastern News. 
Letters to the Editor 
Those interested can inquire at opinions. 
DEN@gmail.com for all opinion questions, 
submissions and letters to the editor. 
Please allow a week for us to publish let-
ters to the editor. 
The Editor reserves the right to not publish 
letters. Letters that are 250 words or less 
will be prioritized, but longer ones will be 
considered by the editorial board. 
Please include your name and phone num-
ber to verify letters. 
For more information please call 
217-581-2812. 
We're Hiring! 





Call 581-2812 for mor• lnfonnldou. 
Editorial Board 
Super Bowl Sunday 
BY ZACH BERGER 
Bullying on TikTok a real problem 
I, along with millions of other people in 
the world, downloaded TikTok once I saw 
how popular the video-sharing app was be-
coming. Though hesitant to use TikTok at 
first because the type of content produced 
there didn't really catch my eye, I have come 
to love the app. 
Since TikTok found a home in my phone, 
I have found content and creators that match 
my interests. Some would say that may-
be I enjoy using TikTok a little too much, 
since I could probably spend hours scrolling Kyara Morales-Rodriguez 
through the thousands of videos the app has 
to offer. open the comment section, I know it's flood-
My addiction to TikTok, which I am ed with hate and judgment. 
working on by the way, means that I have I've learned that if people on TikTok de-
also unfortunately seen a lot of the bad. cide you are weird, unattractive or unlike-
TikTok, like every other social media ap- able, they will gang up on you. They will 
plication, is full of trolls and cyberbullies. ridicule you just to make people laugh and 
Too often, I have seen a video of somebody get likes. 
that maybe doesn't fit societal standards. They're not chinking about the way they 
Maybe they're not conventionally attractive, .' are hurting the person behind the screen. 
wealthy, able-bodied, etc. They're not thinking about the way that they 
Whatever the case, the video will have are making a joke at the expense of a real 
thousands of comments and before I even person with real feelings. 
. It's so sad to see people act without any 
kindness or compassion toward one another. 
And the most disheartening thing is that 
I often see this coming from the very people 
· who claim to be nonjudgme!ltal and inclu-
sive. The people who claim they are going to 
be the generation who puts an end to all the 
hate in the world. 
I think they don't realize that just because 
they're not violently bad people, doesn't 
mean they can't be mean. 
Now, I'm not going to pretend like I'm 
perfect. I can be as rude and judgmental as 
anybody else. It's something I need to work 
on. We all do. 
Remember that you may forget that you 
made that little comment 15 minutes after 
posting it, but that person will remember it 
forever. There's already so much pain in the 
world. We should do what we can to create 
some kindness in it too. 
Kyara Morales-Rodriguez is a junior English 
major. She can be reached at 581-2812 or 
knmoralesrodriguez@eiu.edu. 
Star Wars droids are gay because I said so 
There is a myth in fan spaces that characters can 
only be people of color or members of the LGBT + 
community if it adds to the story. 
I strongly disagree; characters are white and het-
erosexual all the time, and we feel no need to ex-
plain this. 
There is also a myth that droids cannot be gay, 
. because they don't have genders or because they are 
robots. 
I disagree with this as well. Robots are gay be-
cause I, a Star Wars fan, said so. 
I'm on this track because I recently saw a fan 
comic that framed C-3PO and R2-D2 from Star 
Wars as a gay couple as pan of a comedic scene. 
Responses to the an were mixed, but those who 
considered themselves the most hardcore fans of 
the series seemed the angriest about the concept of 
the two robots being in a relationship. I'm taking it 
upon myself to prove them wrong. 
First of all, it is true that robots don't have gen-
ders- but the Star Wars Wiki does list both droids 
as having "masculine programming." 
Either way, I'm not sure what could be hetero-
sexual about two non-binary robots dating each 
other. 
Elizabeth Taylor 
The other argument is that robots don't have 
emotions, but that just doesn't seem true in Star 
Wars canon. 
Droids throughout the universe, from C-3PO 
to BB-8 to K-250, all display the capacity to care 
and worry about their human friends. 
Additionally, in issue #36 of the Star Wars series 
from Marvd, R2-D2 makes the decision to risk his 
own physical integrity on a solo mission to save C-
3PO from Darth Vader. 
Artoo goes on an absolute rampage; taking out 
two teams of stormtroopers. 
Some Star Wars fans theorize that this makes 
him the deadliest droid in the Rebel Alliance. 
The droid is characterized as friendly and kind, 
maybe sassy at his worst, but he was willing to risk 
his good name and sanity to rescue Threepio. 
The love story between these two characters ri-
vals that of any other romance in the series. They 
have stood by each other's side through movie af-
ter movie, never losing affection for each other. 
Whether that means they are in an actual relation-
ship or not doesn't really matter, but it gives credit 
to the theory that they could be gay. 
If all that isn't enough for you, remember Mark 
Hamill's response to viewers' questions about 
whether Luke Skywalker is gay. 
"I'd say it is meant to be interpreted by the 
viewer," Hamill said. "If you think Luke is gay, 
of course he is. You should not be ashamed of it. 
Judge Luke by his character, not by who he loves." 
So there it is. Droids are gay because I think 
they are. 
Elizabeth Taylor is a sophomore journalism 
major. She can be reached at 581-2812 or 
egtaylor@eiu.edu. 
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Student Senate holds-in-person meeting 
By Helena Edwards 
Student Government Reporter I @DEN_news 
The first in-person meeting for Stu-
dent Senate meeting this semester led 
with the swearing in of Senator Paige 
Thing. 
She was led by President Khamisani 
for oath in the Grand Ballroom of the 
MLK union building, where the meet-
ing took place. 
Senator Thing when asked about po-
tential committees she was interested in 
was considering University Enhance-
ments, but overall states, "It doesn't mat-
ter much where I am placed, I just hope 
to make a diffi:rence." 
Quorum was not met with enough 
senators being present, though four sen-
ators did attend via zoom which was pre-
sented on screen in the Grand Ballroom. 
Dr. Donald Holly, anthropology pro-
fessor and faculty chairperson, led audi-
ence participation to present a+/- Grad-
ing Scale change and facilitate discussion. 
"The point of tonight is to start a 
conversation on campus," Holly started 
with. 
"10 points between grades is too 
many. It doesn't work to encourage 
learning at the end of the semester and 
doesn't give students opportunity to tty. 
A straight grade system doesn't fairly re-
flect work." 
He referenced his anthropology class-
es and students he has taught to stress the 
difference between students with differ-
ent work ethics reflected by grades. 
The appointment of Ashley Barcley 
and Carey Hendrix to Student Dean Ad-
visoty Council was postponed because of 
a lack of quorum. 
Due to a lack of quorum the Senator 
CORRYN BROCK I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS 
Eastern freshman Paige Thing stands during her swearing-in ceremony for Student Senate in a meeting Wednesday night. It was the first time Student 
Senate met in person since COVID-19 began. 
appointment process was changed to in-
clude automatic appointment, removing 
the step of putting them on the consent 
agenda. 
Speaker Elections will be postponed 
until a 14-member quorum is met. 
There was no advisor report from 
Ced Brinker or graduate advisor report 
from Shawn Hammers. 
President Khamisani's executive report 
included sexual assault awareness month 
activities starting Mar. 31 through the 
month of April. 
Vice President Perri's executive report 
included potentially inviting the mayor 
and council members to senate meetings 
for Charleston COVID-19 updates and 
other important updates relevant to East-
em students. 
Further plans are in the making for re-
cruiting student action team members, 
hoping to get it off the ground this se-
mester. 
VPAA Richards announced Prowlin 
with the Prez' to finally have a set date of 
Feb. 22 via zoom at 6 p.m. 
It will be a Kahoot game with 4 
rounds of trivia with 4 prizes up for grabs 
with President Glassman. 
VPSA Coffey was not able to attend 
due to rcccnt surgcty. 
The next Student Senate meeting will 
be held Feb. 10. • 1q;; 1u 
Helena Edwards can be 581-2812 or 
heedwards@eiu.edu. 
ATTENTION FRESHMAN, SOPHOMORES, 
JUNIORS, AND GRADUATING SENIORS: 
A LIMITED NUMBER OF YEARBOOKS ARE AVAILABLE FOR FREE TO GRADUATES IN 
UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAMS, SO MAKE SURE YOU RESERVE YOUR COPY OF EIU'S 
AWARD-WINNING YEARBOOK TODAY! 
IF YOU ARE GRADUATING, AND WANT TO BE GUARANTEED A YEARBOOK, YOU MUST ORDER ONEI 
YEARBOOKS ARE $20. TO ORDER, VISIT: 
. https://com merce.cash net.com/ei uspu b 
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Studying in Booth 
BRYCE HERRIN I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS 
Patrick Griffith, a sophomore history major, takes some time to study for his classes at Booth Library Wednesday afternoon. 
Must have excellent verbal and written 
communication skills. 
Prior experience not necessary. 
Adobe lnDesign, Photoshop, Illustrator 
experience helpful. 
All majors welcome! 
Call 581-2812 for more information. 
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NWHL cancels~ rest of Fauci warns against 
season after additional Sup_er B_owl parties to 
avoid VIrus spread 
positive virus tests WASHINGTON (AP) - The na-tion's top infectious disease expert 
doesn't want the Super Bowl to turn 
Tampa, Florida, between the Kansas 
City Chiefs and the Tampa Bay Buc-
caneers are always a cause for concern 
over the potential for virus spread, Fau-
ci said. The National Women's Hockey 
League called off the remainder of its 
season Wednesday on the eve of the 
playoffs because of additional positive 
test results for the coronavirus. 
The NWHL cited safety concerns 
for what it called the suspension of 
play inside a quarantined buoble in 
Lake Placid, New York. COVID-19 
instead wreaked havoc on the two-
week event. 
Two of the league's six teams had 
already withdrawn from the tourna-
ment, with the Metropolitan Rivet-
ers citing "several" virus cases. The 
league did not confirm the Connecti-
cut Whale's departure was illness-relat-
ed and said only it accepted their de-
cision to forfeit a game and withdraw. 
The Riveters' departure last Thurs-
day led the NWHL to postpone all 
games that day with play resuming 
Saturday. 
Coach lvo Mocek said at the time: 
"Our team is heartbroken to not have 
the chance to compete for the Iso-
bel Cup, but we are aligned with the 
league in prioritizing the well-being of 
all of the players and staff." 
The NWHL had an agreement with 
Yale University to provide saliva-based 
COVI 0-19 testing for players and 
staff, similar to what the NBA used for 
its Disney World bubble last year. Even 
that testing couldn't keep the virus out. 
Two semifinal games Thursday and 
and the final Friday were set to be tele-
vis~d. national!~ it. t:he U.S. on NBC 
Sports Network, putting women's 
hockey in a prominent spotlight a year 
away from the Beijing Olympics. 
The end of the NWHL bubble ex-
periment came on the same day the ri-
val Professional Women's Hockey Play-
ers Association announced it will play 
a game at New York City's Madison 
Square Garden on Feb. 28. The PWH-
PA is made up of 125 of the sport's 
biggest stars, including those on the 
U.S. and Canadian national teams, 
who banded together in the hopes 
of forcing the creation of a new pro 
league. 
The game at MSG comes 13 
months after PWHPA players took 
part in NHL All-Star Weekend. It will 
be the first professional women's hock-
ey game at the storied arena. 
"This is a major milestone for wom-
en's hockey and young girls who aspire 
to play professional hockey but don't 
have the option to make it a career to-
into a super spreader. 
day," said Hockey Hall of Farner Jayna Dr. Anthony Fauci, says when it 
Hefford, an operations consultant for comes to Super Bowl parties during the 
the PWHPA. pandemic, people should "just lay low 
"You don't want parties with peo-
ple that you haven't had much contact 
with," he told NBC's "Today" sh0w. 
~you-just-donYknow if they're infect-
ed, so, as difficult as that is, at least this 
time around, just lay low and cool it." 
The NHL's New York Rangers are and cool it." 
hosting the women's game with the He said during TV inter_v~<:_~s.·: 
team playing at B~ thit ~,. Pwig- -• Wednesday that now isn't the time to 
ers president John Davidson said the 
team is "excited to play even a small 
role in helping elevate visibility for the 
women's game." 
"The talent level of women's hock-
ey is simply incredible," Davidson said. 
"We all love this sport so much and 
any opportunity the Rangers have to 
participate in its advancement is some-
thing we want to be a part of. It's a win 
for everyone involved." 
The game in New York is set to be 
the first stop on the second "Dream 
Gap Tour," with others around the 
U.S. and Canada to be determined. 
The announcement was made on Na-
tional Girls and Women in Sports Day. 
"Investing in and advancing wom-
en's hockey strengthens the game over-
all and creates a range of profession-
al opportunities for women as coach-
es, front office executives and athletes," 
said Mary-Kay Messier, Bauer Hockey 
vice president of global marketing and 
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invite people over for watch parties be-
cause of the possibility that they're in-
fected with the coronavirus and could 
sicken others. 
Big events like Sunday's game in 
The NFL has capped game atten-
dance at 22,000 people because of the 
pandemic and citywide coronavirus 
mandates. 
Twins reach I-year, $13M 
deal with DH Nelson Cruz 
MINNEAPOLIS (AP) -
The Minnesota Twins are bring-
ing back designated hitter Nel-
son Cruz on a one-year, $13 mil-
lion contract, according to a per-
son with knowledge of the nego-
tiations. 
The agreement was reached late 
Tuesday and confirmed Wednes-
day to The Associated Press on 
condition of anonymity because 
the deal was pending completion 
of a physical exam. 
Cruz turned 40 last season and 
batted .303 with 16 home runs, 
33 RBIs and a .992 OPS in 53 
games during the pandemic-short-
ened schedule. 
He has led the team in homers 
in each of his two years with the 
Twins while ranking second and 
fourth, respectively, in the AL in 
OPS. The six-time All-Star won 
Silver Slugger awards in 2019 and 
2020, when the Twins won the AL 
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Eastern men's soccer team opens season 
FILE PHOTO I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS 
Eastern midfielder Cameron Behm controls the ball in a game against Belmont at Lakeside Field in September 
2019. On Wednesday the Panthers opened their 2020 season, which has been pushed back to spring 2021. 
By Adam Tumino 
Editor-in-Chief I @adam_tumino 
For the first time since ear-
ly November 2019, the Eastern 
men's soccer team took the field 
in competition. 
The Panthers faced Bradley on 
the road Wednesday night, falling 
to the Braves 3-2. It was the only 
non-conference game of the sea-
son for Eastern. 
Neither team got much going 
offensively in the first half, with 
Eastern failing to record a shot on 
goal and Bradley recording four. 
The second half was much 
more active with three goals being 
scored in a six-minute span, two 
by Bradley and one by Eastern. 
Each team added one more, 
with the Braves scoring in the 
79th minute and Eastern scoring 
in the 82nd minute. 
It was the first game at Eastern 
for head coach Ronnie Bouem-
boue, and several new faces on the 
field also contributed to the game. 
Two players for the Panthers ap-
pearing in their first college games 
made an impact. Freshman Julian 
Smith recorded his first collegiate 
goal in the 69th minute to put the 
Panthers on the scoreboard. 
Redshirt-sophomore goalkeeper 
Mac VanOudt played 63 minutes 
in the net and recorded 6 saves 
without allowing in his first action 
at Eastern. 
Returning players also contrib-
uted to Eastern's production, with 
senior Shady Omar scoring his 
first goal of the season in the 82nd 
minute to get the Panthers within 
one score. 
The assists for Eastern came 
from a pair of community-college 
transfers playing their first game 
for Eastern. 
Midfielder Gorka Delgado as-
sisted on Lewis' goal and forward 
Reed Axthelm set up Omar's goal. 
Bradley's goals came courtesy of 
Rasmus Smidtslund, Malte Win-
kler and Patrick Fishburne. Assists 
were provided by Jack Armitage, 
Saadiq Mohammed and Winkler. 
Eastern takes the field again 
Feb. 12 against Western Illinois 
on the road to begin Summit 
League play. 
Adam Tumino can be reached at 581-
2812 ajtumino@eiu.edu. 
~apavasilopoulos named Women's Tennis Player of the Week 
Staff Report I @DEN_Sports 
Eastern redshirt-junior tennis 
player Rachel Papavasilopoulos 
was' named the first OVC Women's 
Tennis Player of the Week Wednes-
day. 
Papavasilopoulos is unbeaten so 
far this season with a 4-0 record 
playing at No. 1 singles and 3-0 re-
cord No. 1 doubles. 
All of her singles wins this sea-
son have come in straight sets. She 
also extended her winning streak at 
No. I singles to 16-straight match-
es dating back to the 2019 season. 
The Player of the Week honor is 
just another for Papavasilopoulos 
EARE 
HIRING! 
Positions available at 
The Daily Eastern News. 
The Warbler Yearbook. 
News Watch 
and Hit-Mix 88.91 
Student Media offers Job opportunities, 
Internships and hands-on experience 
to students Interested In Journalism, 
communication, broadcasting, production, 
editing and many more media ftelds. 
Please contact us for more Information! 
during her career at Eastern. 
Following her sophomore season 
in 2019, she was named the OVC 
Women's Tennis Player of the year 
and was also named first-team All 
OVC that season. 
The women's tennis team plays 
again on Feb. 14 against Illinois 
State on the road. 
The Sports Staff can be reached at 581-
2812 or densportsdesk@gmail.com. 
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